THE REGIONS OF POWER
"Not can but must!"
"There are three more questions I want to
ask you, questions that were continually being
put to me in America."
"Companionate marriage, first of all, I sup-
pose?" he inquired.
I laughed, and he went on:
"A mere fallacy! It does not solve the problem.
A great puzzle, sexual relations, and neither civil
nor ecclesiastical marriage answers the riddle.
Still, taking it all in all, the old way is the best.
Your second question, no doubt, concerns
prohibition?"
"Of course."
"The problem is thorny!" he said. "For my
own part, I am practically a teetotaller, but what
is the actual state of affairs ? For untold ages men
have cultivated the grape and have drunk wine,
until the habit has become second nature, and
then the Americans come along and want to
drive nature out with a pitchfork. As a result,
they have established an alcoholism much worse
than the old. What's your third question?"
"Technical advances and the making of
'records/ " I replied. "I have never shared the
highbrow attitude of those men of letters who
despise mechanical progress. Some years ago, I
read of your first official tour in Sicily, when
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